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According to the ilahasangika Vmaya the malicious
dragon of Kosanibi. An-p o-lo (^ |& jg) by name, was
subdued by the bhikshu Sltan-lai (|| jj*) or Svagata.l
Mr Cockburn. who does not accept the situation of the
Dragon's cave given by our pilgrim, is disposed to identify
the cave with one now called "Sita's Window''. This is
uan ancient Buddhist Hermit's cave, cut into the vertical
face of a precipice 50 feet high. This precipice forms the
scarp of the classic hill of Prabhasa, Allahabad District".2
But this description, it will be observed, does not suit the
pilgrim's account of the neighbourhood of the cave.

Our pilgrim here, it will be noticed, speaks of the Sliili-
ka-fa or Sakya dharma, that is, the dispensation of Sak-
yamuni, the system of belief and conduct which he esta-
blished. The final extinction of this system which was to
take place in Kosambl is predicted by the Buddha in the
"Mahamaya sutra". At the end of 1500 years from the
Buddha's decease a great bhikshu at this city was to kill
an arhat: the disciples of the latter would avenge the
murder of their master by the slaughter of the bhikshu.
The troubles caused by these crimes would lead to the
destruction of topes and viharas, and finally to the com-
plete extinction of Buddhism.3 As the 1500 years were
at the time of the pilgrim's visit about at an end, pious
Buddhists were distressed at the signs of the near fulfil-
ment of the prophecy.

Prom the Dragon's cave, the pilgrim tells us, he proceeded in
a north-east direction through a great wood and, after a journey
of above 700 K, he crossed the Ganges to the north, to the city
of Ka-she-pu-lo (that is, Kasapura or ELajapura). This was above
ten H in circuit, and its inhabitants were in good circumstances.
Close to the city were the rains of an old monastery where
Dharmapala had once gained a great victory over the non-
Buddhists in a public discussion. The discussion had been brought
about by a former king who wished to destroy Buddhism in the
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